WHAT THEN DO WE DEFEND?
for themselves; the Leader must judge for them.
And the demand that this right to know, to decide
for themselves, be taken from them is a demand
usually made with passion and fanaticism.
During the War and before we were told that
we were engaged in destroying certain evil doctrines
-'militarism', 'might makes right', the worship of
force, doctrines embodied in the pre-War Germany
of the Kaiser. Those doctrines, after the War, take
a much cruder, more sinister form both in Germany
and Italy-and immediately the same newspapers
which had been violently hostile not only to the
Kaiser's Germany but to the disarmed and relatively
pacifist Weimar Republic became ardent partisans of
the Hitlerite Germany which makes Pacifism an
offence and has returned to the worship of force with
a conscious Paganism that would have profoundly
shocked the Kaiser. The newspapers which de-
manded war to destroy the autocracy of the Kaiser,
now urge us to imitate the autocracy of Hitler, to
adopt for ourselves the kind of policy we fought the
War to destroy.
Yet, giving full weight to all those considerations,
we know this: That we, like every other nation in
the world would fight for the right to govern our-
selves according to our way of life and feeling. And
in the circumstances of the British Commonwealth
that means that the defence of the Empire involves
the defence of the right of democratic communities
to retain their own form of government. To defend
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